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Welcome to the October edition – here’s hoping for a mild spring, favourable 
conditions and a good outlook.  We have great things happening in the field with 
crops, pastures & livestock.  Read on for some great articles. 
 
As a family owned, independent business we are incredibly proud to partner with 
your farming business and be part of your local community.  We are certainly lucky 
to have a favourable season and hopefully capitalise on good commodity prices this 
year . However, we do understand also that the times have been challenging with 
COVID, home schooling, and no community sport, now it is more important than 
ever to take time for your mental health. Unfortunately, due to border restrictions 
and COVID outbreaks Mary from “Are you bogged mate?” will not be doing her 
Victorian tour in October, hence we have had to postpone our are events. We are 
currently working with Mary to reschedule some time in the new year. Will keep 
you posted. We have decided go ahead with the photo competition in a digital 
space so we can all share some laughs. The photos have been sent in by our brave 
farmers, they will be uploaded to Facebook and 
Instagram. To vote simply like the specific photo or 
comment “the number” below the posts. The 
competition will run until the 28th October with the 
winner announced on the 29th. Thankyou to all that 
entered the competition we had over 25 entries. 
 
Our vision is to be the leading provider of agricultural 
solutions for our people, our land and our 
community.  As the month rolls on we would like to 
showcase our trial program of new varieties, 
products and technologies, please make the time to 
come along and see how we can increase your 
production and profitability. Save the date—Crop 
Tour 27th October 2021 , Pasture Tour 28th October 
2021 (more details to come). This is a perfect 
opportunity to see new products work and too avoid costly mistakes.  Also, we are 
always looking for ways to improve, if you have any ideas, please let us know… 
 
As a sign of our commitment to the future we will start building works at Skipton 
for a purpose built warehouse to allow greater storage & better service to the 
Skipton clientele. With increased pressures on supply chain, we understand the 
need to have product on hand as the season demands and remove the need to 
panic buy. We always have, and always will aim to have stock for you when you 
need it and understand that seasons & weather don’t always wait for the next 
shipment.  
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Inputs Update 
It certainly feels that much of this commentary in recent years has revolved around supply of products and the 
machinations of Chinese manufacture.  This month is no different, if not an escalated awareness of global supply 
& demand.   
Main Points:  
• Manufacture, supply & logistics is increasingly difficult from China. China is the centre of petrochemical  

manufacture in the world, so everything stops & starts there. There has been a renewed push on  
environmental restrictions, renewable energy, reduction in coal and clean air for the Beijing Winter  
Olympics. 

• As such, some factories have been closed and power restrictions in place across large parts of the country. 
• In Ag Chem, many orders have been cancelled, particularly in the smaller less environmentally friendly and  

trader-type manufacturers (this is a good thing). 
• In fertiliser, there has been a clear government directive to restrict exports of Phosphate fertiliser and to  

increase domestic supply (food production). 
• Fertiliser is also suffering from a supply & demand in equation, with Hurricane Ida damaging US  

production and the European energy shortage adding costs to production. 
Watch Outs: 
 Generally we have good supplies of most products & commodities and have solutions on hand to meet 

your needs. 
 We suggest farmers start working out your needs for crop topping now, and start getting organised. Talk 

to your agronomist. We currently have good supplies of Crucial, Gramoxone 360, Reglone and Sledge. 
 Urea— the market has steadily risen. Should you require more for the next 4-6 weeks talk to us now.  For 

longer term use, I would be watching / monitoring before jumping in. 
 MAP, GAIN Z / Granulock, GAIN ZS— there is no old stock (to speak of) left in captivity. Suppliers are in the 

process of shoring up product but the market is in a state of flux, until clarity is given around the Chinese 
Export ban. In the meantime, there is hedging happening with Moroccan & Saudi Arabia AP’s also. 

 Long & Short—supply will probably be OK, but pricing seems to be heading to 10-12 year highs ( $ 1100- $ 
1200/t now quite possible) 

 As soon as there are some clear signals and lines of sight we will make contact and suggest a plan of 
attack. 

 We do have 6 months until sowing, lets see what unfolds in the next 4- 6 weeks. 
Should you want more information, or clarity around certain products, please give us a call. 

Late Fungicide Options and Stem Rust Control 
As we approach the business end of the growing season, with booting and ear emergence in full swing,  
monitoring our crops of late season disease such as Stem Rust is crucial. Stem Rust can be the bane of any  
grower and can impact yields significantly if it is not managed properly and conditions are favourable. In saying 
this, predicting how the weather forecast is going to play out for the remainder of the season can make the  
decision to spray or not to spray quite a difficult one. From the beginning of the season, be sure to minimize your 
green bridge of the Stem Rust inoculum by eradicating self sown cereals from the previous season prior to  
sowing your RESISTANT varieties. From the beginning of booting up until the early dough growth stage, it is 
strongly encouraged to monitor your crops for Stem Rust (especially Beaufort Wheat (SVS) and Bannister Oats 
(S), whilst Bennett (MRMS) and Trojan (MRMS) have more  
tolerance), by identifying it by its distinct reddish-brown, powdery, 
small round pustules which have a torn margin that can occur on both 
sides of leaves. However, these tend to form around the main stem of 
the plant, and the leaf sheaths (the layered leaf which surrounds the 
main stem). Be mindful not to confuse Stem Rust with Leaf Rust, as 
they do look similar. Stem Rust has much darker spores than Leaf 
Rust and Leaf Rust does NOT have torn margins. Walk through your 
crop in a “zig-zag” pattern and collect 10 stems from random  
locations until you have a total of 100 stems, to ultimately determine 
a percentage of stem rust infection in your crops. 
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Then, before making your final decision to spray, consider the season that is occurring in your district, both  
climatically (is it a wet or dry finish) and make a realistic assessment of how well your crop is expected to  
perform. Generally, Stem rust will be more prevalent in wet and warm/humid conditions that we are most likely 
to see this Spring (temperatures between 15 and 30 degrees). 
 
What is the disease rating on your 
wheat variety? Just remember, the 
poorer the rating, the higher your 
chances of infection become. 
From monitoring your crops,  
determine how great is the ACTUAL 
level of infection in your crops? 
Have you found it lower on the 
plant or is the infection mainly 
around the top of the stem directly 
below the head of the plant?  
Because if it is that high on the 
plant, then your chances of yield 
loss from Stem Rust become a lot 
greater.  
Source: Agriculture Victoria – Stem Rust of Wheat. URL: https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/plant-diseases/
grain-pulses-and-cereal-diseases/stem-rust-of-wheat 
 
Due to the rarity of Stem Rust in most modern wheat cultivar’s, this means chemical intervention is usually very 
effective due to the minimal resistance of the rust itself. When using fungicides, try to use products with the 
shortest harvest and stockfeed withholding periods for your own convenience. In saying this, if Stem Rust is  
detected after flag leaf emergence (GS39), fungicide application should be applied for maximum benefit between 
ear emergence and mid dough growth stages. 

Control of Annual Ryegrass Following ‘Phasic Growth’ 
Tackling Annual ryegrass throughout the Victorian western district can be the bane of some farming enterprises 
due to their persistence even after the use of a knockdown and pre-emergent chemicals in the cropping system. 
There always seems to be some survivors that germinate regardless. As we look towards paddock preparation 
leading into planting our spring and Summer crops, lets take a look at the reason why we find it so tough to  
tackle these mature grasses and what the best method is to get on top of them. 
During the autumn and mid-winter periods, Annual ryegrass will generally grow quite slowly due to cooler  
temperatures and limited hours of daylight exposure, ultimately keeping the remaining ryegrass undetected  
under the crop canopy. Once the spring brings its warmer average temperatures and extended daylight hours, 
the ryegrass enters a period of rapid growth known as ‘Phasic growth’. This period of ‘phasic growth’ can produce 
a ryegrass plant which can be quite robust as it matures and develops a leaf surface that is quite thick, known as 
the ‘waxy cuticle’. This variation in growth can inhibit the herbicide’s penetration of the waxy cuticle through the 
process of translocation, but also the slow movement of sap and sugars around the plant can severely impede 
the use of stand-alone herbicides such as glyphosate which need to be moved throughout 
the plant from the tips of the leaves, down to the roots for complete control of the weed. 
It is recommended to use an adjuvant with your late glyphosate applications to help  
penetrate the thick waxy cuticle. A non-ionic surfactant such as ‘Wetter TX’ would be a 
suitable option as this product will help to reduce the surface tension of the spray droplet 
and improve its ability to spread on the leaf’s surface, increasing chances of uptake 
through translocation by the plant itself. 
The limited uptake of glyphosate late in the season is typical also in hard to kill weeds 
such as Silver grass, certain perennial grasses, as well as Serrated tussock in certain  
situations. For more information or a spray recommendations please talk to your Gorst 
Rural Agronomist.  
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Native Budworm monitoring  
The native budworm (Helicoverpa) is a common pest of pulse crops and canola. Spraying is  
recommended once economic thresholds have been met and whilst caterpillars are small (<7mm). 
The economic thresholds are easily found online, once the threshold for your 
crop has exceeded, native budworm can be controlled with insecticides.  
 
Native budworm eggs can be seen on the growing tips and buds of plants. They 
are small, however quite visible to the naked eye after close inspection. They are 
white when first laid but change colour from yellow through to brown, as they 
get closer to hatching. Larvae vary substantially in colour. However, regardless of 
colour, they usually have dark stripes along their bumpy skin with sparse, stiff, 
stout hairs. One distinguishing feature of Helicoverpa larvae is the sharp  
downward angling at the rear of the body.  
 
Adult moths are approximately 15-18 mm long and buff, light brown to red-
brown in colour, with numerous dark spots and blotches. The hind wings of the 
adult moth are pale with a dark band along the lower edge and span 30-35 mm. 
  
Monitoring 
Flights in our area generally peak in October/November so, monitoring susceptible crops should start now. The use 
of pheromone traps will provide an early warning of moth activity. If activity is suspected, a sweep net or beat 
sheet should be used. We have access to the Adama TrapView automatic trap system—ask your agronomist for the 
latest updates. Otherwise, sweep nets are advisable for short crops such as cereals, but not tall and dense crops. 
Beat sheets are a good alternative for thicker and taller crops such as canola and faba beans.  
Here are some useful links on:            Sweep nets: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwesXzQ1pCc 
                                            Beat sheets: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Z457Cc1fig   
 
Suggested Control Options 
If Native Budworms are present in your crop, there are multiple insecticides available to control them.  
Suggestions are: 
 Vantacor - Gp 28, Good knockdown, good residual, softer on beneficials, great option for pulses. 
 Trojan - Gp 3A insecticide Fast knockdown (no residual activity), suitable for wheat, barley & pulses. 
Timing, crop stage, and coverage are all critical to achieving good control so please contact your Gorst Rural  
agronomist for further information.   

Are your drenches working effectively? 
Drench resistance can be a major limiting factor to the productivity of 
your flock.  
 Ineffective drenches = wasted time, money, and resources and 

expose your sheep to the potential risks of worm burdens.   
 

 Effective drenches = Healthy, productive, and valuable stock. 
However, there are things that you can do to help ensure maximum efficiency 
of your drenches. 

Maximizing drench efficiency factors: 
• Conduct worm egg counts to monitor the worm challenge. 
• Select drenches that are effective against the worms on your property. 
• Weigh sheep prior to drenching, to ensure that you don’t under-dose your sheep.   
• Always read the label for the advice regarding the drenching weights of the animal. 
• Only drench when it is required, through monitoring worm burden and challenge  
• Rotate chemical groups to minimize chance of resistance 
• Use a tail cutter drench when using long-acting products 
• Conduct a drench resistance trial, to help determine the level of resistance in current actives available.  

Figure 1 Figures from Wormboss,  
presented by Zoetis on Sheep trax 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwesXzQ1pCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Z457Cc1fig
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Have you got your fly swats ready? 
Flies, flies, and more flies, is what we can all associate with the warmer spring and summer weather. Flies are a  
major pest to the livestock industry and there are several measures that we can put in place to reduce the impact 
they have on our mobs and our pockets.  The cost of flies on the industry is estimated at $280 Million per year 
(Wool Producers Australia).  
Understanding the most susceptible groups of livestock and the paddocks on the farm that will be most impacted 
by flies is a starting point. Flies like the warm, humid weather. They become active on days that are warmer than 
17oc and start to populate rapidly when there is humidity.  
 
Flystrike risk is increased by several different factors including: 
 Breach wrinkle 
 Worms and dags 
 Urine stains & fleece rot 
 Length of wool over risk periods 
 The weather  
 Paddock location and hygiene 
 
Integrated management plans need to be considered to 
help minimize the risk of getting flies and to make sure that 
you are ahead of the files. There are several products for 
strike prevention and only very few for the treatment once 
struck.  
Management strategies include: 
• Worm management 
• Timing of crutching and shearing 
• Flystrike prevention (e.g. timing of product) 
• Long term breading selection.  

• This will help make informed choices about selections of drenches to use.  
These factors may be easier to control than you think.  
 
At Gorst Rural we have partnered with our suppliers and are offering 
drench resistance tests for your farm. The best time to conduct these 
are in spring- NOW! 
 
To ensure that all your sheep are getting an accurate amount of drench 
to be effective it is best to weigh them. Ensuring the dose rate is right 
for each animal, or weigh a handful of the largest, and drench to the 
highest weight.  
 
Only drenching when needed can be solved though getting worm egg counts conducted prior to drenching. At 
Gorst Rural we can perform worm egg counts using our FECPAK machine. The process takes approx. 45 mins with 
results returned anywhere between 1-6 hours! The selection of drenches used is also an important part for all  
factors. Gorst Rural can provide advice on the best drench for your farm, along with monitoring at the best time to 
treat your animals.  
 
Summer fly & Drench Promo 
This summer we are excited to offer our 2021 summer promo. This year we have partnered with some of our  
suppliers and company representatives to be able to offer some good prizes. The promo will run from 1st October 
to 28th February 2022. Every drum of product brought will get you an entry into the competition. To enter all you 
need do is fill out a promo form when collecting summer fly or drench products for your chance to win. 
For a summer promo form, or to get a worm egg count, or a drench resistance test done please call Katie or Abbi at 
Lake Bolac on 5350 2440. 

Figure 1 Graph from Fly Boss Website 
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Table of Products from longest coverage 

Talk to your local store manager about our Summer fly & drench program! 

Product: Chemical: Coverage: Sugg use: WHI: WHP: ESI: Optimal application: 

Clik Extra Dicyclanil 29 wks Backline 90 14 63 Late September /Early 
October 

Difly Extra 
  

Dicyclanil 29 wks Backline 90 28 120 Late September /Early 
October 

Clik Dicyclanil 18-24 wks Backline 90 28 20 Early October 

Di-Fly Dicyclanil 18-24 wks Backline 90 28 Long wool: 60 
Short wool: 120 

Early October 

Strikeforce-S Dicyclanil 18 -24 wks Backline 90 14 35 Early October 

Avenge + Fly Imidacloprid 14 wks Backline 60 21 63 Late October 

Clik Zin Dicyclanil 11wks Backline 30 7 21 Early November 

Bang Cyromazine 11wks Spray on 7 60 68 Early November 

RM Williams Christmas Orders 
If you are thinking of ordering RM Williams boots for Christmas 
this year, please get your orders in asap. We cannot guarantee a 
pre Christmas delivery but the sooner you get an order in the 
better your chances.  
We do have good supply of Chestnut Dynamix Flex Craftsman 
boots in store, and we also have a small range of T-Shirts and 
other merchandise. Please come in store to view our range.  


