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Agri Talk 
At a Glance… 
• Cam’s Update. 

• Oestrogenic Clovers. 

• Don’t set aside your 

fungicide.  

• Hypocalcaemia VS 

Pregnancy Toxaemia in 

sheep.  

• Drift Issues. 

• Fenceline Spraying. 

• Are you bogged event—

29th October 2021. 

• Gorst Spring Puzzle.  
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Spring is in the air (so is COVID), we are so lucky to be doing what we do, where we 
do and hopefully most are happy & healthy. Thank you for your understanding 
during recent lockdowns as we try and stay open, encourage ringing ahead or of 
farm deliveries and maintain COVID protocols. It would seem the only way forward 
is to encourage as much of the population as possible to get vaccinated and return 
life back to as normal as possible. 
This month’s articles include great info on latest fungicides, drench resistance 
testing, spring specials, trials updates & much more. 
Trials Program 
Our grads, Alex & Sonia, have a done a great job on getting a number of trials up & 
running this year.  Unfortunately, with COVID, we haven’t been able to do as many 
crop walks & tours as we would 
like but are looking forward to 
the spring to show you around.  
Trials include:  
 New Pre Em Herbicides - 

incl. Overwatch, Mateno 
Gold, Voraxor, Callisto. 

 Cereal, Canola & Pasture 
Variety Trial. 

 New Canola Herbicide 
Tolerance— Liberty Link. 

 Cereal Fungicide Trial. 
 Fertiliser & Crop Nutrition 

Trial. 
Ahrens Field Bins & Silos 
We have limited stock left on 
fields bins & silos for the 
upcoming harvest.  If you wish to 
place an order please contact our 
friendly staff soon before they are 
all gone !  
How do we do it better ? 
Our aim is to be the leading 
provider of agricultural solutions. 
In our quest to improve we need 
your feedback and ideas. If you 
have services or products you would like to see or ways we can do things differently
- please let us know- or drop a line to cam@gorstrural.com.au. 
Gorst Spring Puzzle—Complete the puzzle in the newsletter- & come in a receive a 
FREE pair of BOGS socks.  Limit 1 per customer. 

 

GORST RURAL 
 

 Lake Bolac 
P 5350 2440   F 5350 2301 

Derrinallum 
P 5597 6668   F 5597 6713 

Skipton 
P 5340 2262   F 5340 2321 

Tatyoon 
P 5354 0585   F 5354 0571 

Willaura 
P 5354 1251   F 5354 1149 

 

FIELD SERVICES TEAM 
 

Cam Conboy 
0418 655 137 

Kelly Moore 
0429 636 178 

Ash Maconachie 
0427 063 769 

Rhys Cottam Starkey 
0429 837 725 

Marcus Smith 
0447 035 970 

Sonia Marquardt 
0436 440 141 

Alex Prince 
0436 331 535 

Abbi Power 
0428 059 951 
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Community Projects 
It has been difficult for volunteer organisations and sporting clubs with COVID restrictions and lockdowns,  
however our community connections are more important than ever.  All of our staff have a charter to participate 
in at least one project a year and make a difference in our small towns. If you have a community project or task 
at hand let us know, and we will help out as best we can. 
Inputs Update 
It doesn’t take much reading to realise the implications of COVID and global freight/manufacture slowdowns that 
are going to affect everyday life. Most goods are requiring longer lead times and increased freight rates are now 
the norm. (One supplier has quoted a 20’container rate from China has increased over $2000 AUD for the next 3 
months).  We have done a lot of forward planning and purchasing so we are confident that most products will be 
here when you need them but there will always be some glitches.  
Ag Chem—Current fungicide supply is good but the industry is tight, may pay to discuss your second fungicide  
application (if required). We have good supplies of:  
 Prosaro, Amistar Extra, Elatus Ace, Opera, Soprano. 
 Paradigm, Logran, LVE & Amine.  
 Glyphosate, Paraquat & Sharpen (for later in year). 
Fertiliser 
Urea has been tight with some delays in shipping and COVID checks. 
Truck Drivers will need authorised work permits to travel down & pick up fertiliser from port.  
We have supply at the moment both at port and in depots to allow for top ups. Please plan ahead as much as 
possible. 
AP’s— after initial price rises 6 weeks ago, global pricing has been steady 
There is still discussion about China’s focus on their own domestic supply as priority to export- and what that will 
mean for Australian supply (in recent years China has supplied 60-70% of our P) 
Traditionally Oct-Dec has seen a lull in P pricing, I think suppliers will look to go then and lock in pricing & deals. 
Seed 
Good supplies of spring forages: Mainstar Forage Rape, SARDI7S2 Lucerne & SSS Sorghum. 
Canola Seed supply at end of year looks tight. We are taking orders now for leading varieties next year. 

Oestrogenic Clovers 
Identifying species of clover can be confusing at the best of times, but it is becoming more important now than 
ever before to identify your clover species.  
Oestrogenic clover species can be found predominantly in older pasture stands and can be detrimental to sheep 
health due to high concentration of oestrogenic compounds (mainly formononetin). If a specific oestrogenic  
cultivar contributes  
approximately 20% or 
more in a pasture base, 
this is when serious issues 
can start to occur.  
Firstly, be sure to soil test 
your problematic  
paddocks to make sure 
soil phosphorus levels are 
adequate, as deficiency 
can lead to increased  
levels of formononetin 
levels in the existing  
pasture. Choosing to  
continue to graze  
oestrogenic clover can 
prove detrimental to any 
livestock business due to 
the fact that it can cause: 
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• A drastic increase in dry ewe percentage. 
• Unforeseen low percentages at lambing time due to declining fertility in ewes. 
• An increase in the number of uterine prolapses. 
• An increase in ewe and lamb deaths around birth. 
• ‘Clover disease’ can set into your ewe flock. In severe cases, this can result in a permanent loss of ewe  

fertility, milk secretion in maiden ewes and wethers, and false bladders in wethers. 
In order to manage a paddock that you may suspect to have a significant oestrogenic population it is  
recommended to manage the stock which are rotated onto the paddock: 
• DO NOT graze young ewes or lambs on these paddocks. 
• Avoid high exposure in your wethers by limiting their grazing. 
• Be mindful of feeding out hay or silage with high sub clover content from affected paddocks. 
• Renovate affected pasture, removing sub clover- remembering there could be 500kg/ha of ungerminated       
            seed. 
• Crop for 3-4 years to get on top of sub seed bank. 
• When sowing back down use newer, improved & certified seed subs, to avoid reintroducing contaminated  
            clovers. 
For more information contact you Gorst Rural Agronomist. 

Don’t set aside your fungicide. 
Black leg can cause severe yield losses however, it can be successfully managed. With the fungicides available 
and new timing recommendations we are seeing up to 20% returns. This season we did not have early rainfall 
hence a later sowing date. For those who did sow later we are seeing Black leg infection at 8-10 leaf. Fortunately, 
the early sown crops did get up and established before the rainfall events however, we are seeing upper canopy 
infection.  
With most of our canola crops flowering, 
each rainfall event means that the  
blackleg spores will likely reach the  
upper canopy. If you are seeing legions 
in the upper canopy, spraying a fungicide 
needs to be on your radar. This year the 
growing season is predicted to be longer 
than normal so you will want to get a 
fungicide out at 30% bloom (10% flower) 
by the end of August.  
With the price of canola and high yield 
potential please get in contact with one 
of our agros for a fungicide plan  
appropriate to the growth stage present.  
For more information please talk to your Gorst Rural Agronomist.  

(GRDC update- Angela van de Wouw) 

Winner of the 2021 Lambing Offer was:  
GLEN EYNORD 
They have won a Uniden Guardian, 4G App Cam Solar Kit. 
Thanks to all those who entered the draw and pre ordered 
their marking and weaning supplies this season.  

Pig Ultra Wean 150 20kg Barastoc  
x 5 Bags—$30  
Gudair 100ml expiry—Nov2020  
x 2 —$346.50  
Zolvix 5Lt x 11—$850 
Silvan Lightfoot Sprayer 300L x 1—$3600 
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Hypocalcaemia VS Pregnancy Toxaemia in sheep  
Hypocalcaemia and pregnancy toxaemia tend to be front of mind for  
livestock producers at this time of year. Pre-lambing and lambing can be a 
stressful time so by expanding your knowledge on the potential risks /  
identification of these two prevalent diseases it can really help reduce the 
unnecessary stress.  

Drift Issues 
It is that time of year, with spring  
conditions including inversions,  
unpredictable winds and warming  
temperatures.  This can cause issues with 
spraying & drift, and we all need to take 
care when spraying. Just a quick refresher. 
There are 2 main types of drift:  
• Physical Drift—this is the most  

common with droplets moving away 
from the target area. This can be 
from wind (spray 3-20kmh),  
temperature inversions (Delta T 2-
8), Droplet size has the biggest effect (small fine droplets travel further). 

• Vapour Drift—this is where the actives evaporate, turn into gas and move away from the target. Low volume 
Ester formulations are far less volatile than high volume formulations. Eg Ester 800 has vapour pressure of 
145mPa @ 20oC, LVE MCPA .267mPa @ 18oC. Amine formulations are considered non volatile under normal 
field conditions (except for the water content of 20%). 

Actions to consider: 
 Carefully watch forecasts and monitor conditions when spraying. 
 Use larger droplets. Eg a M droplet has a VMD of 177-218 micron, a C droplet 218 micron, VC 428 mi-

cron,  XC 428-622 micron and Ultra Coarse > 622 micron. 
 By simply changing nozzles & pressures you could increase droplet size by 3.5 times and have a massive 

effect on fine droplet drift. 
 Use adjuvants such as VC700 and Oils to reduce fines. Avoid Deluge 1000 type wetters. 
 Maintain boom height at nozzle standard above target. Eg 50cm above target for a 110o nozzle. 
 IF IN DOUBT- DON’T PUT IT OUT. 

Hypocalcaemia Pregnancy Toxaemia 

A condition in which the blood has an abnormally low level 
of calcium. Most common in the last few weeks of preg-
nancy or the first few weeks after lambing. 

Occurs when drastically low levels of glucose in the blood 
damage the brain. Most likely to occur in the last 6 weeks of 
pregnancy and immediately after lambing. 

Signs 
Muscle weakness/tremors 
Paralysis 
Staggering gait 
Going down and refusing to rise 

Signs 
Drowsy or comatose 
Stop eating 
Nervous signs – tremors, blindness 
Go down and lie on their side for 3–4 days 

Treatment 
An injection of commercial calcium solution at the  
recommended dose rate if given early enough can treat 
the disease. Good response to treatment. 
  

Treatment 
Glucose drench or injection 
Poor to variable response to treatment 

Prevention 
Good nutrition and careful management is the key. 
Provide good quality hay and grain. 
Add limestone to grain rations or supplement with a loose 
lick containing a source of calcium. 

Prevention 
Good nutrition and careful management is the key. 
Provide good quality hay and grain to stock that are about  
to lamb 
Avoid sudden periods of starvation such as yarding. 
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Fenceline Spraying 
Good paddock hygiene starts with preventing problematic weeds creeping in 
from borders that then get dragged into the rest of the paddock. These create 
infestations, harbour pests and can be a fire risk. Fenceline weed control is a 
good practise, however constant use of glyphosate is problematic creating  
resistance populations. 
To help manage resistant weeds, consider: 
• Cut hay & bale weeds to prevent coming into rest of paddock. 
• Crop as close to fence as possible to create competition. 
• Consider small speed discs / cultivators to work space for weeds between crop & fenceline. 
• Where possible remove fence lines, if they are no longer relevant. 
• Rotate chemistry used on fence lines. 
• Consider knockdown followed by a second knock & pre em for better results. 
• Alternatively delay spraying- leaving dead weeds to act as mulch. 
• Rotate Glyphosate, Paraquat & Glufosinate between applications, these each have their own use, drift and 

OHS considerations (use appropriate PPE). 
• Consider adding products such as Amitrole, Uragan, Simazine etc for better residual, careful of surrounding 

crops & vegetation. 
For more information- consult your Gorst Rural Agronomist. 

Please note we will be closed on  
Friday the 24th and Saturday the 25th  
of September for the AFL Grand Final.  
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