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Agri Talk 
At a Glance… 
• Cam’s Update. 

• Managing Summer 

Weeds. 

• Comparing Lime and 

Gypsum and Dolomite. 

• Making the most from 

your stubbles? 

• Acidosis  

• Water for livestock 

• Pre-Sowing Offer 2022. 

Order online to WIN! 

February 2022 www.gorstrural.com.au 

As we ease into another school year and try to engage after holidays harvest 
2021/22 becomes a distant memory. Reports seem fairly solid with good results in 
canola, barley & beans, mixed results in wheat (frost & waterlogging). Sheep & 
cattle results also seem good, but some restrictions in the processing chain with 
COVID has presented challenges. I guess we get ready to do it all over again.  
Read on for great information on summer weed control, using lime, dolomite & 
gypsum, grazing stubbles, acidosis and more. 
This edition sees the launch of our Pre-Season Ag Chem offer and our Seed 
Catalogue/ Order form. Get your orders in now to ensure supply and use our online 
ordering platform for an extra bonus! This month also sees our trial results book 
launch and some pre-season meetings at Tatyoon and Derrinallum to run through 
and create discussion. 
 
Inputs Update 
As no doubt you have heard from every angle, news stream and discussion, supply 
chains are interrupted in the current environment. We have and are currently 
working on pre-planning and ensuring there is product where & when you require 
it.  Unfortunately from time to time pricing may change due to freight changes, 
supply issues or even delays with ships simply not leaving port at scheduled times. 
In addition some components may be hard to procure and hold up the whole 
manufacturing process. We will endeavour to keep you updated on product info, 
expected delivery times, and price changes but in some cases these changes are 
outside of our control. Please don’t panic, we will do our best to get product on 
farm ahead of your requirements, please talk to us with any specific issues. 
AgChem: We don’t forsee any major supply issues in the AgChem space although 
with manufacture & supply chain issues we can expect price rises in the 10-20% 
range.  We are trying to keep things as competitive as possible but many suppliers 
are changing prices as freight or delivery obstacles dictate. 
• Glyphosate-  currently 450gai & 540gai are better bang for your buck and 

worth getting some to make a start. 
• Paraquat- Gramoxone 360 is still best buying, but there have been rises as 

new stock comes in. 
• Triflur, Sakura, Avadex, Dual Gold, Boxer Gold - all in good supply. 
• Atrazine, Simazine, Terbyne, Diuron - supply is OK, although some price rises 

expected. 
• Mateno Complete, Overwatch,  Luximax, Reflex, Callisto and Tenet are all 

new pre-emergents available.  
• Rustler & Burst - are volumes are coming through now and we hope to 

supply most (if not all) of your requirements come March.   
• Ultro- Production has been cut so there will be a small amount available.  
Please ensure you fill in a Pre-Season order form so we know your requirements. 
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Fertiliser 
Supply OK and available now for DAP, MAP, GAINZS, GAINS. P prices have remained steady both internationally 
& domestically. Unsurety about Russia / Ukraine, and dry conditions in Brazil are building pressure but unlikely to 
see price changes until later this year. 
Pasture P is not as simple with some shipments of Single Super delayed until the end of March / early April.  We 
do have some crumbs of SSP, however the alternatives are: Pasture King (SS5 or SS13), Super M or MAP. Talk 
through with us your best options, most P alternatives are at 2x normal historical pricing, so certainly need to 
work through carefully. 
MOP has also had major jumps, although market seems to be creeping back. Suggest delaying purchasing as long 
as possible. 
Urea/SLAM had major price rises pre Christmas and general trends are that it is decreasing (although there was a 
bounce last week). Most intelligence suggests a sliding market and again a theme of delaying purchasing  
decisions as long as possible. 
Talk to your agronomist or our friendly fert staff for more information. 
Seed 
Canola seed is definitely tightening up, and some varieties have had reduced allocations post harvest & seed 
testing.  
Clearfield varieties are now fully committed, especially any shorter season varieties. 
There is still some Trifecta TT and 45Y28RR available, get your orders in now. 
We will once again require confirmation on some varieties for extra seed treatments - Ryan will be in touch. 
We have a special price on some Bendoc Beans—$0.83/kg inc. GST —reduced to clear, talk to Ryan, only while 
stocks last. Pasture seed is also coming in now and Ryan is starting to mix.  
Read through your Seed catalogue for more information and don’t forget to fill out your seed order forms and go 
in the draw to win a styx mill vest.  

 

Don’t forget- Valentines Day! Nothing says “I love you” like  
a new pair of Bogs; or a Hitachi cordless drill;  

or some Dog Wormer tablets…. 

Managing Summer Weeds 
We have now had two summers in a row with above average rainfall, leading to more actively growing plants 
over summer. This increase of green plant material is called a green bridge. A green bridge can have a variety of 
effects on the farm: 
• Greater availability of sheep/cattle feed  
• Increase in crop diseases & viruses 
• And an increase in summer weeds, including a few problem weeds.  
Many diseases can only survive on living plant tissue and thus can survive over summer on the summer weeds or 
post-harvest volunteers.  
Cereal rust is a prime example of a fungal disease that requires a living host to survive. Generally, following rust 
infection, the prevalence of rust will be far higher the following year.  
This will need to be considered when deciding on a fungicide plan for the coming year. 
Viruses can also be an issue when a green bridge has occurred, as most viruses 
have the greatest impact on crop health when they infect at the seedling stage.  
The green bridge hosts the virus or diseases, which then allows for the transfer of 
the virus or disease to newly emerging leaves in the following crop. This could 
lead to severe crop damage in upcoming years.  
The viruses that often cause issues in our area are the following:  
 Wheat mosaic virus 
 Barley yellow dwarf virus (figure 1)  
 Cereal yellow dwarf virus 
Therefore, crop rotation is essential for the health of successive crops! 

Figure 1: Barley Yellow Dwarf Virus 
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Weed management 
Best practice: 
• Spray weeds as they are small and actively growing 

 This uses less chemical AND as weeds grow larger, their ability to tolerate certain chemicals could 
cause failed sprays and increase resistance to these chemicals.  

• Following a dry period, where weeds have suffered and shrivelled, wait for the next rainfall event to allow 
them to freshen up before spraying  

 This will achieve better results as a fresh plant absorbs chemical more efficiently 
• Grazing livestock: 

 Green pick and summer weeds are a useable feed source for grazing livestock over summer.  
 
Preparation for the following cropping season: 
 
First requirement – complete plant death! No green plant material for 4 weeks prior to sowing.  
 
Spraying – 5 weeks prior to sowing, spray plant material to allow time for plant death. Depending on the  
chemical used, this time period to achieve plant death, may vary.  

 
Keep in mind – if these plants have not been grazed or 
previously sprayed over summer, they may be quite 
large and require multiple spraying to achieve full plant 
death.  
 

If you have any questions feel free to contact your 
Gorst Rural Agronomist, and they will be able to  

advise you on management of the green bridge and 
spraying recommendations. 

Comparing Lime and Gypsum and Dolomite- What Am I buying?  
Main Points 
• Lime- (CaCO3) – to address acidic and low Ca soils 
• Dolomite (CaMg(CO3)2)- to address acidic and low Mg soils 
• Gypsum (CaSO4) to address sodic, dispersive soils  
• Quality of various pits can differ- confirm quality before ordering 
• A soil test will confirm the right product and rates. 
 
There are two main soil amendments in agriculture: 
 Liming products such as lime and dolomite, and  
 Gypsum.  
Liming materials are applied to neutralise soil acidity however, in situations where calcium is needed without 
amending soil acidity, then gypsum is required. These amendments are never to be confused! Routine and  
frequency of gypsum is needed for the sustainability of irrigated soils. Whilst lime and dolomite are required to 
neutralise soil acidity issues. Improper use of lime products can cause harm to your crop. High levels of lime  
products can burn the crops or cause plant death. Therefore, it is important not to apply lime on soils with a pH 
of 7 or higher. Whilst lime and dolomite are both useful when soil becomes acidic, they do differ. To determine 
what liming product to use it is best to consult with one of our Gorst Rural agronomists. Our aim is to see a  
minimum soil pH of 5.5 CaCl but with more and more beans grown this possibly should be moved to 6.-6.5CaCl.  
Choosing between lime or dolomite will depend on your soil type, magnesium and calcium to magnesium ratio.  
Increasing pH will see an increase in availability in some nutrients Eg P, and a reduction in some others Eg Iron, 
Aluminium, Manganese. 
On the other hand, gypsum serves as an amendment, a soil conditioner to assist with high exchangeable sodium 
and a low electrochemical stability index, and a Ca/S fertiliser.  Gypsum typically is neutral with a pH. Below is a 
table to highlight the key differences between liming products and gypsum.  
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Collection of products from any Gorst Rural store 
We would just like to remind you that we offer a delivery service to our clients. We are happy to bring anything out 
to your farm, eg. chemical, posts, fertiliser etc. We are also more than happy for you to come and collect products 
yourself.  However, we do ask that if you are collecting any products from our stores, that you have the correct 
safety equipment to tie down your load, that your vehicle is suitable (eg. no car boot for collection of chemicals) 
and that you are prepared. It is our duty of care to all our customers that we ensure when we load you these 
measures are followed, and you get home to your family safely. 
To collect chemicals from Gorst rural you need: A ute or trailer, we cannot put any chemical in the boot of a car, 
and correct tie down equipment; you need straps to tie the product down, or we cannot load it on your vehicle
(We do sell tie down straps in store if you need them). 

The difference between Lime & Gypsum  

Source:  Dr. Arthur Wallace, Fertile Soil Solutions 

Please contact your Gorst Rural Agronomist or Store Manager for more information. 

Lime Gypsum 

1. Raises pH of acidic soils (generally when pH  6) by 
increasing exchangeable calcium and neutralizing 
hydrogen ions. 

2. As a source of calcium and/or magnesium in low pH 
and low Ca and Mg areas.  Note: agricultural lime-
stone is always 150 times less soluble than gyp-
sum. 

3. May slightly improve water penetration in acidic 
soils (pH  6) but the improvement decreases as pH 
rises. No improvement at pH  7. 

 

1. Amends and reclaims soils high in destructive sodi-
um and magnesium. 

2. Improves water penetration at the soil surface, and 
infiltration through the entire profile 

3. Is necessary when irrigation water and soils are low 
in total salts. 

4. Counteracts acidity in subsurface soils. 
5. An excellent fertilizer source for calcium and sulfur. 

Are you making the most from your stubbles? 
Stubbles are a great source of quality feed for livestock that can contribute up to 20% of an annual diet. Stubble 
utilization during dry, hot conditions helps to minimize worm larvae, therefore reducing potential worm burdens in 
stock. Grazing stubbles also reduces grain on the ground from header losses, minimising pests such as mice or 
birds. After the grain has been consumed there is minimal nutritional value for your livestock.  
Stubbles are full of cellulose, which is the main component in the walls of plant cells. Cellulose helps keep plants 
upright and ridged. It is large source of fiber with low levels of  
beneficial sugars, thus effecting the amount of protein and energy an 
animal can uptake. The level of digestibility is also low in stubbles 
compared to pastures. This means stock may not be able to physically 
consume enough feed to maintain body weight. The graph to the right 
is from MLA and shows the negative correlation between the number 
of days on stubbles and the average daily weight gains in sheep.  
Making the most of stubbles essentials:  
• Addition of non-protein nitrogen like urea or molasses will help 

increase the ability of stock to absorb nutrients from the  
stubbles. 

 Lick blocks including dry feed and urea, magnesium and molasses, or calcium molasses and salt 
blocks are ideal. 

• Monitor the grain available, and when the grain levels are low, start introducing supplementary feed.  
 Ensure the supplementary feed is high in protein and energy. 
 If supplementing with grain, introduce slowly to avoid acidosis. 

• Have adequate water available for stock. 
 Sheep will drink more on stubbles as it is a drier feed source and need more water when it is hot. 

• Monitor your stock to ensure they are not losing condition, 
For more information, or supplementary products for stubble grazing, contact your local Gorst Rural store.  
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Acidosis  
Summertime is the most common time for acidosis to occur on farms in our area. Grain 
is often used in the drier months of the year as a supplement, when feed quality and 
quantity is lacking. Acidosis can also occur in feedlot situations where backgrounding 
isn’t used, meaning they are suddenly eating a high amount of grain without  
introduction. 
What is acidosis?  
Cases are often seen when: 
• Stock are suddenly grain fed either in paddock or containment feeding without being gradually introduced  
• Stock graze newly harvested paddocks with large quantities on the ground  
• Unplanned access to grain or pellets  
Signs include:  
• Depressed appearance 
• Lying down  
• Diarrhoea  
• Dehydration                                                                                      
• Bloating  
• Staggery/ tender gait  
• Death 
How can I prevent grain  
overload? 
Gradually introducing animals to 
grain or pellets (backgrounding) 
starting with small amounts daily  
• Use oats and lupins instead of cereal grains 
• Ensure access to roughage and water 
• Good quality source of hay/silage always available, needs to make up 20% of the ration 
• Monitor your herd/flock for signs of scouring, depression and lameness  
• Check pulpy kidney vaccinations are up to date and vaccinate before grain feeding if necessary.  
Treatment options: 
Consult a vet for a treatment plan: Intravenous fluids, Drenching with bicarbonate solution/ milk of magnesia,  
Intraruminal antibiotic injection/ steroid injection.  
The rumen lining takes up to 6 weeks to repair, meaning recovering animals will show poor growth rates.  
Some animals may develop secondary infections, abscesses in the liver and other organs. 
Remember, gradually introduce stock to grain to avoid acidosis! 

Pre Season Ag Chem & Seed Offers now available form our 
website—www.gorstrural.com.au or scan the QR code!.  

The first 5 orders  
submitted via our 
online order system 
received a Styx Mill 
oil skin vest. 

 

http://www.gorstrural.com.au/
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Water for livestock 
Water is THE MOST IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION for livestock health and 
wellbeing, particularly over Summer! 
Water is involved in the following processes in the body: 
• regulation of body temperature 
• growth 
• reproduction 
• lactation 
• digestion 
• metabolism 
• excretion 
• hydrolysis of nutrients 
• transport of nutrients and waste 
• joint lubrication  
• plus, many other functions 
 
So, do you know how much your stock drink?? What about 
over Summer?? See the table to the right for approximate 
quantities. ** As you can see from the table, livestock can double 
their water consumption during warmer, summer months. 
  

Salinity – How much salt can my livestock tolerate?  

What’s the best way to water stock?  
• Troughs: Sheep – allow at least 1 metre of trough with access to both sides per 100 sheep; Trough storage 

should be at least 100L per metre of trough; Flow rate should be approx. 1 L/sec per 300 sheep. 
• Dam: Convenient option however not the preferred option. Considerations: Manage stock access to avoid 

soil and feed erosion around banks; Quality is variable due to faeces, potential diseases/mosquitos etc, and 
generally unable to be cleaned. 

Key watering points: 
• Cloudy water is not a problem to livestock, but muddy water may block valves and gradually block pipes or 

troughs. 
• Stock avoid warm water in hot weather: shade troughs where possible, and bury all water pipes to troughs. 

Where pipes are on the surface, use holding tanks with at least a 2m fall to the trough for sufficient flow. 
• Grazing sheep need to be within about 500–600 m of a watering point in the same paddock when feed is 

dry: this is particularly important for weaner sheep on lupin stubbles or on other high protein diets.  
• Grazing cattle need to be within 1 km of a watering point. 
• Large paddocks may need 2 or more watering points. Moveable troughs will allow better use of the entire 

paddock, reduce localised erosion, and allow better animal performance. 
• Sheep not used to water troughs may take time to learn to drink from them. Young sheep are less adept at 

finding water, so always push them onto water in a new paddock. 
Please talk to us today about your requirements, we carry a great range of troughs and water supplies, and we can 
also send water samples away for testing.  

 
Stock Type: 

Long term 
average  
demand 
(L/day): 

Maximum 
Summer  
demand 
(L/day)**: 

Cows (lactating) 80 160 

Cattle (adult, dry) 50 100 

Cattle (weaner) 25 50 

Sheep (lactating) 7 14 

Sheep on improved 
pasture (adult, dry) 

5 10 

Sheep (weaners) 2.5 5 

Stock Type: No adverse 
effects  
expected 
(mg/L): 

Possible initial reluc-
tance to drink, may 
scour, but should adapt 
without production loss 
(mg/L): 

Loss of production & 
decline in condi-
tion/health expected 
(mg/L): 

Beef Cattle (mature, 
dry) 

0-4,000 4,000-5,000 5,000-10,0000 

Sheep (mature, dry, on 
pasture) 

0-4,000 4,000-10,000 10,000-13,000 

Sheep (weaners,  
lactating or pregnant) 

0-4,000   6,600 
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PRE SOWING OFFER 2022  

Get your pre-season orders in before  

25th March 2022. 
Be organised, be in the draw to win,  

    and receive a complimentary mixing jug & gloves! 

The Gorst Rural team would like to offer our clients an opportunity on some pre-season chemical deals:  

Main Points 

• Take your big volume knockdown & pre-emergent products now.  

• Supply of brand name products, free delivery on farm. 

• Receive a 5L Gorst Rural measuring jug and a pair of gloves with every order.  
 

Major Prize Draw: Win 1 of 2 Uniden Guardian 4G Solar Kits. 

Individual Store Prizes – Win a Silicone Respirator Chemical Kit &  

Protective Coveralls (1 prize per store). 

Pre-Season Deal Notes: 

• Pre-season Offer is valid until 25th March 2022 or until stocks last. 

• Products offered are from major suppliers with assured quality, packaging & branding. 

• Product to be delivered on farm from now to the 22nd of April. For large pack sizes ensure a front-end loader or similar 

is available to assist unloading. 

• Products to be invoiced & paid for by 25th of month after delivery. Products are competitively priced - all deal offers will 

be covered by market protection. If the market moves down with other branded retailers, then we will adjust price, if 

price goes up you will pay no more. 

• Any unused product can be returned to Gorst Rural no later than the 21st of May 2022.  (The item must be in a saleable 

condition (i.e. the original labels are still attached, the item is in its original packaging (if any), and the item is unused and as sold); 

and not weather damaged.) No biological products Eg. Seed or Inoculant can be returned. 

• All participants in the Pre-season offer receive an entry ticket to win our preseason draw. 

• Major Prize – as above.   

• All participants will also receive a 5L Gorst Rural Mixing Jug and Chemical Protective gloves. 

• One draw per store – as above (5 in total). 

• Preseason draw drawn on 22nd of April 2022 at Gorst Rural, Lake Bolac 

• Three easy options for submitting your order:  

 Go to our website via the QR code to order your pre-season chemical online through our new 

online ordering system. The first 5 orders submitted via our online order system will 

receive a Styx Mill oil skin vest, (please note you will need a current Gorst Rural account login 

to order through our website); or  

 Download and complete the order form available from our website, 

and email your order back to admin@gorstrural.com.au, or drop into your 

local store; or   

 Collect a copy of the order form from your local store.   

Any questions please ask your agronomist or our friendly team in store. 

We wish you all the best for the 2022 cropping season. 

mailto:admin@gorstrural.com.au

