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Grazing Spring Sown Forages

Forage Start Grazing i Recovery Period
Lucerne 5-10% flowering 1000kgDM/ha Approx. 6 weeks
(approx.
2000kgDM/ha)
Forage Fully mature plants (> 8 | Just above the Approx. 5 weeks
Rape leaves, approx. rosette (active
3000kgDM/ha) growing point)
Chicory 30-50cm Scm Approx. 4 weeks
Plantain 10-12cm Sem Approx. 4 weeks

Pulpy Kidney:

What you need to know




What is Pulpy Kidney?

Pulpy Kidney, or Enterotoxaemia, is a fast-acting, often fatal disease mainly affecting
sheep (especially lambs). It is caused by the bacteria Clostridium perfringens type D
which lives naturally in the gut but can multiply rapidly and produce a deadly toxin
when animals consume lush feeds.

What Causes It?

« Sudden change in feed or pasture.
* Incomplete vaccination

« Not enough roughage in the diet

Signs to Watch For
« Sudden death
« Signs of discomfort.

« Post-mortem often shows soft and swollen kidneys.

How to Prevent It?

« Ensure stock have been vaccinated with a clostridial (e.g. 5in 1 or 6 in 1) within
the last three months before introducing lush feed or a change in diet. IF stock
have not been vaccinated give a booster vaccine two weeks prior to change in
diet. In times of high pressure, an extra booster vaccine may be required

« Provide access to hay while grazing.
« Ensure sheep are not hungry when introduced to new feed or lush pastures.
« Slowly introduce stock to lush feed

« Rotate pastures to avoid long exposure to lush feed

Red Gut in Sheep: What You Need to Know

What is Red Gut?

Red gut is a serious condition that affects sheep, especially lambs grazing on lush
green pastures like lucerne or clover.

What Causes It?
« Grazing on low-fibre, fast-growing pastures.
« Not enough roughage in the diet
« Sudden changes in feed or pasture.

« Gas buildup in the gut due to fast digestion

Signs to Watch For
* Sudden death without warning
« Swollen belly or signs of discomfort.

« Dark red or purple skin in the groin area (seen after death).

How to Prevent Red Gut
« Feed hay or grain before letting sheep graze on lush pasture.
« Always provide access to hay while grazing
« Rotate pastures to avoid long exposure to lush feed.
« Avoid turning hungry sheep onto green paddocks.

« Use vitamin supplements (A, D, E) to support gut health

Pulpy kidney and red gut are hard to treat once it happens, so prevention is key
through good feeding practices and pasture management.

If you are weaning or transporting your lambs, consider the following products:

Beachport Liquid Minerals Green Cap is aimed at naturally calming livestock to
improve ways of coping with stress during weaning, introduction and exit from
feedlots, unfamiliar surrounds of yarding and transportation. It contains macro- and
trace minerals, electrolytes and amino acids formulated to lower stress, increase
hydration and appetite in times of stress, quicker assimilation to new surroundings,
increases feed conversion rates and helps stock cope with change of feed

RumiTranz is a new oral liquid formulation for sheep and cattle used at key transition
phases of weaning and feedlot induction, where stress and agitation can ultimately
lead to respiratory disease (pneumonia) and poor performance. It contains macro
minerals (magnesium, potassium and sodium), trace elements (zinc), vitamins (A, D,
E, and B1) and other ingredients, formulated for stress management and recovery, to
re-establish appetite, recharge immune response and support health

If you would like any further information, please contact Robbie Neale 0428 681 300
or Sarah Kelly 0407 922 593 in Livestock Production.



Spring Ryegrass Control:
Why TX Wetters Make the
Difference

Time to think about managing annual ryegrass and silvergrass in cereals and
pastures. TX-type wetters (e.g. Supa-Wet TX) is recommended to enhance
glyphosate performance in spring, but why do they matter more in spring than in
winter? The answer lies in how ryegrass leaf surfaces change as the season
progresses

1. Waxy cuticle thickens

As ryegrass matures, the leaf cuticle develops a stronger wax barrier. This wax
makes leaves less wettable, so spray droplets bead and roll off. TX wetters strip the
waxy cuticle layer and with a lower surface tension more than standard oils, so
droplets spread across the wax, increasing contact and penetration

2. Firmer, upright leaf shape

Spring growth produces tougher, more rigid leaves. This means spray droplets are
more likely to bounce or run off narrow, vertical blades. TX wetters improve adhesion
keeping droplets in place where they can be absorbed

3. Morning dew challenges

Dew is common in spring and creates a thin film that can block herbicide contact with
the cuticle. TX wetters help droplets cut through this moisture layer, ensuring
herbicide reaches and sticks to the leaf surface

4. Faster drying in warm conditions

As days warm up, droplets dry quickly. Without quick absorption, much of the
herbicide can be lost. TX wetters promote faster wetting and penetration into the leaf,
reducing the risk of herbicide crystallising before it's taken up

The fit for purpose

Oil-based adjuvants like Hasten or Uptake still have value in colder winter conditions
or where a herbicide label specifies an oil. But in spring grass control programs, when
ryegrass leaves become harder to wet and uptake windows shorten, TX wetters are
purpose-built to deliver more consistent results

If you would like any further information, please contact one of our agronomists.

Spray & Crop Topping 2025

Annual weeds continue to be a major challenge, and spring remains the critical

window to reduce seed set before harvest. Spray and crop topping are proven tactics
to keep on top of ryegrass, barley grass, silver grass and capeweed, while setting
paddocks up for a cleaner start next year.

The principle is simple: by applying a herbicide at flowering and seed fill, the plant’s
ability to produce viable seed is disrupted. This doesn’t always kill the weed outright.
but it prevents fresh seed from entering the soil seedbank. Over time, this practice
helps reduce pressure on both pastures and crop rotations.

Glyphosate and paraquat remain the key tools. Glyphosate can be used earlier, even
while ryegrass heads are still in the boot, and is effective on broadleaf weeds such as
capeweed. Paraquat is generally softer on clovers and can be applied slightly later,
up to the milky dough stage, provided all heads have emerged. In canola, the best
timing is around 20% colour change, while in cereals the focus is as ryegrass heads
emerge from the sheath

Timing is everything. Too early and weeds can still produce seed; too late and the
benefit is lost. Done well, spray and crop topping remain among the most practical
and cost-effective strategies to manage weed numbers this spring and protect
productivity heading into 2026

If you would like any further information, please contact one of our agronomists.



Seed Ordering for 2026

Join us at the Dunkeld Cup

Gorst Rural

Your leading provider
of agricultural solutions.

JOIN US AT THE DUNKELD CUP

Purchase $5,000.00 of Zoetis products between 1st September and
31 October 2025 and receive TWO tickets

TERMS & CONDITIONS available from Gorst Rural.
Limited tickets available.

1ST SEPTEMBER TO 31ST OCTOBER 2025

gorstrural.com.au

Community: Saying Goodbye to a 70
Year old Friend - The Tennis Shed Bows
Out



The site has now been cleared for the construction of modern netball shelters! This is
all thanks to the initiative and hard work of two of Gorsts own, David and Dirk (with
extra help and machinery from Scott Henderson), who took on the demolition as their
Community Project. Armed with tools and determination they carefully dismantled the
structure, ensuring the materials were sorted for recycling and disposal. Even a
couple of possums were quick to move along to a new home

David commented “You could see the rot and the hazard it had become. Clearing the
space for something new and useful for our netball players made it all worthwhile.”
Dirk added “We're not just tearing something down; we're making room to build up.
This project is a perfect example of community spirit in action. The removal of the old
shed, paves the way for a facility that will provide much needed shelter and support
for our growing netball program, benefiting players and families for years to come.
We're making space for the next generation of memories.

Specials

Maxout 540g Weedmaster Argo
10001t 5409 1000It

$6,075.00incl (limited stock, whilst

$5,950.00incl (limited stock, whilst stocks last - for delivery & invoice into

stocks last - for delivery & invoice into

Oct only, standard terms.)
Oct only, standard terms.)

Field Services Team

Cam Conboy Alex Prince Robbie Neale Eddie Holt

0418 655 137 0436 331 535 0428 681 300 Fanning
0447 035 970

Sonia Grace Abela Simon Wilson

Marquardt 0477 063 938 0429 337 610 Rick Barbary

0436 440 141 0427 849 611

Sarah Kelly



Jess 0407 922 593
Whiteside
0409 064 009

Lake Bolac
P: 5350 2440
F: 5350 2301

Tatyoon
P: 5354 0585
F: 5354 0571

Derrinallum
P: 5597 6668
F: 5597 6713

Gorst Rural Fertiliser
P: 0497 850 489
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Skipton
P: 5340 2262
F: 5354 0571

Willaura
P: 5354 1251
F: 5354 1149
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